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SPECIAL	  ELECTION	  –	  VOTE	  ON	  SEPTEMBER	  15TH!	  
	  

	  

FELLOW	  PHOENIX	  CITIZENS,	  	  

Congratulations	  to	  the	  FIRST	  PRESBYTERIAN	  CHURCH	  OF	  PHOENIX	  as	  they	  celebrate	  
140	  years	  of	  service!	  	  

We	  have	  been	  publishing	  quarterly	  editions	  of	  the	  “Mayors	  Newsletter”	  for	  quite	  
some	  time.	  	  Beginning	  at	  the	  start	  of	  the	  fiscal	  year	  in	  July	  2015,	  we	  decided	  to	  
increase	  these	  newsletters	  to	  bi-‐monthly	  in	  order	  to	  provide	  timely	  descriptions	  for	  
issues,	  challenges	  and	  accomplishments	  experienced	  in	  Phoenix.	  	  Key	  issues	  being	  
addressed	  right	  now	  in	  the	  city	  include	  the	  following	  initiatives	  and	  events.	  

DIESEL	  TAX	  REFERENDUM:	  	  There	  will	  be	  a	  SPECIAL	  ELECTION	  to	  determine	  whether	  the	  voters	  in	  Phoenix	  want	  
to	  approve	  a	  DIESEL	  TAX	  on	  September	  15,	  2015.	  	  This	  referendum	  calls	  for	  approval	  of	  a	  2	  cent	  per	  gallon	  tax	  for	  
all	  diesel	  fuel	  sold	  in	  Phoenix.	  	  The	  City	  Council	  referred	  this	  measure	  to	  the	  voters	  as	  a	  potential	  method	  to	  
ensure	  adequate	  funding	  to	  repair	  and	  replace	  heavily	  used	  portions	  of	  our	  transportation	  system	  in	  the	  future.	  	  
Reasons	  for	  the	  Council	  referral	  include:	  

• A	  Department	  Of	  Transportation	  study	  calculated	  that	  a	  fully	  loaded	  18	  wheel	  tractor-‐trailer	  has	  the	  
same	  wear	  and	  tear	  impact	  on	  roads	  as	  9600	  automobiles.	  	  While	  truck	  traffic	  represents	  only	  10-‐15%	  of	  
total	  traffic,	  it	  is	  estimated	  that	  heavy	  trucks	  may	  cause	  most	  of	  the	  damage	  to	  U.S.	  roads.	  

• The	  majority	  of	  diesel	  sales	  in	  Phoenix	  are	  to	  heavy	  trucks	  traveling	  Interstate	  5.	  	  Roads	  used	  by	  heavy	  
trucks	  cause	  more	  damage	  and	  require	  more	  frequent	  maintenance	  than	  those	  used	  by	  autos.	  	  	  

• Once	  the	  new	  Phoenix	  Interchange	  is	  complete,	  the	  city	  will	  be	  responsible	  for	  additional	  roads	  used	  by	  
heavy	  trucks,	  to	  include	  the	  new	  Grove	  Road.	  

• The	  Oregon	  Department	  of	  Transportation	  recently	  transferred	  a	  portion	  of	  Hwy	  99	  in	  downtown	  
Phoenix	  to	  the	  city.	  	  This	  includes	  the	  couplet	  area	  on	  Main	  Street	  and	  Bear	  Creek	  Drive	  between	  5th	  
Street	  and	  Oak	  Street.	  	  The	  city	  will	  have	  responsibility	  for	  maintenance	  and	  repaving	  in	  the	  future.	  This	  
portion	  of	  highway	  is	  impacted	  by	  truck	  traffic.	  

• Transportation	  funds	  are	  allocated	  from	  the	  state	  to	  cities	  based	  on	  population.	  There	  are	  not	  special	  
funds	  allocated	  to	  cities	  with	  high	  volume	  truck	  traffic.	  	  The	  city	  has	  estimated	  that	  a	  2	  cent	  per	  gallon	  
diesel	  tax	  will	  result	  in	  an	  additional	  50-‐100	  thousand	  dollars	  a	  year	  in	  revenues	  for	  the	  Phoenix	  
transportation	  system.	  	  If	  approved	  by	  voters,	  revenues	  from	  the	  diesel	  tax	  will	  be	  restricted	  to	  road	  
maintenance	  and	  replacement	  costs.	  

This	  election	  gives	  citizens	  a	  chance	  to	  express	  their	  opinion	  on	  this	  issue	  through	  their	  vote.	  	  No	  matter	  how	  you	  
vote,	  please	  exercise	  your	  right	  to	  be	  heard	  and	  VOTE	  ON	  SEPTEMBER	  15TH.	  	  	  
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PHOENIX	  URBAN	  RENEWAL	  AGENCY	  (PHURA)	  PROGRESS:	  	  I	  
hope	  you	  have	  noticed	  that	  big	  things	  are	  beginning	  to	  happen	  
in	  the	  city	  center	  of	  Phoenix	  as	  a	  result	  of	  the	  work	  of	  our	  Urban	  
Renewal	  Agency.	  	  Work	  crews	  began	  cleaning	  up	  the	  wetland	  
areas	  more	  than	  a	  month	  ago	  and	  now	  a	  new	  interior	  road	  is	  
being	  constructed.	  	  Several	  buildings	  will	  be	  demolished	  on	  

Main	  Street	  in	  the	  near	  future	  and	  you	  should	  start	  seeing	  a	  town	  center	  taking	  shape	  very	  soon.	  	  It	  is	  our	  goal	  
that	  this	  become	  a	  vibrant	  center	  for	  Phoenix	  with	  new	  businesses,	  apartments,	  a	  multi-‐purpose	  plaza	  building	  
and	  a	  park	  frequented	  by	  pedestrians	  and	  families.	  	  	  Very	  soon	  you	  will	  also	  see	  Main	  Street	  and	  Bear	  Creek	  Drive	  
in	  the	  center	  of	  town	  with	  a	  refreshed	  road	  surface	  and	  then	  striped	  for	  single	  lane	  traffic.	  	  I	  am	  excited	  about	  the	  
possibilities	  that	  lay	  ahead	  for	  Phoenix	  and	  encourage	  all	  of	  you	  to	  let	  us	  know	  what	  you	  think.	  	  	  

Please	  visit	  the	  PHURA	  Website	  at	  http://www.phoenixura.com/	  for	  more	  details	  and	  a	  complete	  list	  of	  planned	  
projects	  with	  timelines	  for	  the	  next	  five	  years.	  	  

2ND	  ANNUAL	  CITY	  WIDE	  PARADE	  TO	  SUPPORT	  PHOENIX	  HIGH	  SCHOOL	  (PHS)	  HOMECOMING	  WEEK:	  

On	  October	  7,	  2015,	  we	  will	  host	  the	  second	  annual	  City	  Parade	  to	  honor	  Spirit	  Week	  at	  the	  
High	  School	  and	  all	  of	  the	  students	  who	  participate	  in	  PHS	  sports	  and	  clubs.	  	  This	  will	  be	  even	  
bigger	  and	  better	  than	  last	  year	  with	  a	  longer	  parade	  route	  that	  begins	  and	  ends	  at	  the	  high	  
school	  while	  marching	  on	  Main	  Street.	  	  	  

The	  theme	  will	  be	  PIRATE	  related.	  	  After	  the	  parade	  there	  will	  be	  BBQ	  dinners	  and	  other	  
concessions	  for	  sale	  at	  the	  Powder	  PUFF	  Football	  Game.	  Please	  support	  our	  high	  school	  and	  
plan	  to	  attend	  the	  parade.	  	  Watch	  for	  more	  details	  regarding	  the	  parade	  route	  and	  traffic	  flow	  as	  we	  get	  closer.	  	  If	  
you	  want	  to	  discuss	  the	  parade	  of	  find	  out	  how	  to	  enter	  the	  parade,	  contact	  Councilor	  Carolyn	  Bartell	  by	  email:	  	  
Carolyn.bartell@phoenixoregon.gov.	  This	  promises	  to	  be	  a	  fun	  event	  for	  Phoenix.	  

The	  next	  issue	  of	  this	  newsletter	  will	  be	  published	  in	  late	  October	  and	  will	  include	  updates	  on	  street	  maintenance	  
plans,	  Urban	  Renewal	  progress,	  the	  Phoenix	  Charter	  referendum	  in	  the	  November	  2015	  election,	  and	  community	  
events	  and	  activities.	  

Feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  by	  email	  at	  jeff.bellah@phoenixoregon.gov	  .	  I	  can	  also	  be	  reached	  by	  phone	  at	  (541)	  535-‐
1955	  x	  305,	  or	  through	  drop-‐in	  hours	  at	  City	  Hall	  on	  Tuesdays	  and	  Thursdays	  from	  1-‐3pm.	  	  I	  would	  also	  be	  happy	  
to	  meet	  you	  at	  other	  times	  by	  appointment.	  	  	  

My	  fellow	  City	  Council	  elected	  members	  are:	  

Carolyn	  Bartell	  –	  Councilor	   Chris	  Luz	  –	  Councilor	  
Bruce	  Sophie	  –	  Council	  President	   Stan	  Bartell	  -‐-‐	  Councilor	  
Karen	  Jones	  –	  Council	  Vice	  President	  	  
	  

Terry	  Helfrich	  –	  Councilor	  

We	  appreciate	  feedback	  from	  citizens	  on	  issues	  affecting	  the	  city.	  	  We	  encourage	  you	  to	  contact	  any	  of	  us	  or	  the	  
Phoenix	  City	  Manager	  (Steve	  Dahl),	  with	  your	  ideas,	  concerns	  and	  opinions.	  	  	  

	  

	  
Jeff	  Bellah	  
Mayor,	  City	  of	  Phoenix	  
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you	  want	  to	  discuss	  the	  parade	  of	  find	  out	  how	  to	  enter	  the	  parade,	  contact	  Councilor	  Carolyn	  Bartell	  by	  email:	  	  
Carolyn.bartell@phoenixoregon.gov.	  This	  promises	  to	  be	  a	  fun	  event	  for	  Phoenix.	  

The	  next	  issue	  of	  this	  newsletter	  will	  be	  published	  in	  late	  October	  and	  will	  include	  updates	  on	  street	  maintenance	  
plans,	  Urban	  Renewal	  progress,	  the	  Phoenix	  Charter	  referendum	  in	  the	  November	  2015	  election,	  and	  community	  
events	  and	  activities.	  

Feel	  free	  to	  contact	  me	  by	  email	  at	  jeff.bellah@phoenixoregon.gov	  .	  I	  can	  also	  be	  reached	  by	  phone	  at	  (541)	  535-‐
1955	  x	  305,	  or	  through	  drop-‐in	  hours	  at	  City	  Hall	  on	  Tuesdays	  and	  Thursdays	  from	  1-‐3pm.	  	  I	  would	  also	  be	  happy	  
to	  meet	  you	  at	  other	  times	  by	  appointment.	  	  	  

My	  fellow	  City	  Council	  elected	  members	  are:	  

Carolyn	  Bartell	  –	  Councilor	   Chris	  Luz	  –	  Councilor	  
Bruce	  Sophie	  –	  Council	  President	   Stan	  Bartell	  -‐-‐	  Councilor	  
Karen	  Jones	  –	  Council	  Vice	  President	  	  
	  

Terry	  Helfrich	  –	  Councilor	  

We	  appreciate	  feedback	  from	  citizens	  on	  issues	  affecting	  the	  city.	  	  We	  encourage	  you	  to	  contact	  any	  of	  us	  or	  the	  
Phoenix	  City	  Manager	  (Steve	  Dahl),	  with	  your	  ideas,	  concerns	  and	  opinions.	  	  	  

	  

	  
Jeff	  Bellah	  
Mayor,	  City	  of	  Phoenix	  


