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Associated applications               
 

Planning Department 
(541) 535-2050   Fax (541) 535-5769 
112 W 2nd Street/PO Box 330, Phoenix, OR 97535 

 
TREE REMOVAL APPLICATION  File No.       Fee $50.00 
NOTICE TO APPLICANT: Applicants are advised to review the list of submittal requirements indicated on each 
application form prior to submitting an application. Incomplete applications will not be acted upon until the Planning 
Department receives all required submittal materials and fees. Failure to provide complete and/or accurate information may 
result in delay or denial of your request. 
 
APPLICANT   _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone ______________________ Fax ___________________ Email _________________________________ 
Applicant’s interest in property  ______________________________________________________________ 

Your signature indicates that you have read the applicable code language and agree to follow approved plans. 
 
Signature         Date        
PROPERTY OWNER  ______________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone ______________________ Fax ___________________ Email _________________________________ 
Property Owner's Consent:  I do hereby certify that I am the legal owner of record of the property described above and as such, I am 
requesting that the City of Phoenix process this application in accord with state and local ordinances. 
 
Signature         Date        
If same as applicant, mark SAME. If there is more than one property owner, please attach additional sheets as necessary. 

 
SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
Tax Map #(s)       Tax Lot #(s)      Zoning     
Frontage street/address              
 
Required submittals 

 Report from a certified Arborist or other qualified professional to determine whether the subject tree is 
diseased or poses a hazard, and any possible treatment to avoid removal. 
Site plan showing: 

 Lot lines 
 Existing structures 
 Location, size, species, and number of existing plant materials to be removed 
 Review fee 

 
Other pertinent information              
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APPLICABLE CODE LANGUAGE 
 
Chapter 3.3 – Landscaping, Street Trees, Fences, and Walls 
3.3.1 – Purpose 
The purpose of this Chapter is to promote community health, safety, and welfare by protecting natural vegetation, and setting 
development standards for landscaping, street trees, fences, and walls. Together, these elements of the natural and built environment 
contribute to the visual quality, environmental health, and character of the community. Trees provide climate control through shading 
during summer months and wind screening during winter. Trees and other plants can also buffer pedestrians from traffic. Walls, fences, 
trees, and other landscape materials also provide vital screening and buffering between land uses. Landscaped areas help to control 
surface water drainage and can improve water quality, as compared to paved or built surfaces. 
3.3.2 – Landscape Conservation 
A. Applicability. All development sites containing Significant Vegetation, as defined below, shall comply with the standards of this 

Section. The purpose of this Section is to incorporate significant vegetation into the landscapes of development and protect 
significant existing vegetation. The use of mature, native vegetation within developments is a preferred alternative to removal of 
vegetation and re-planting. Mature landscaping provides summer shade and wind breaks, and allows for water conservation due to 
larger plants having established root systems. 

B. Significant Vegetation. “Significant vegetation” means: 
1. Significant Trees and Shrubs. Individual trees and shrubs with a trunk diameter of six inches or greater, as measured four feet 

DBH (diameter at breast height) above the ground, and all plants within the drip line of such trees and shrubs, shall be 
protected. 

2. Exception: Protection shall not be required for plants listed as non-native, invasive plants by the Oregon State University 
Extension Service in the applicable OSU bulletins for Jackson County. 

C. Mapping and Protection Required. Significant vegetation shall be mapped as required by Chapter 4.2 – Development Review 
and Site Design Review. Significant trees shall be mapped individually and identified by species and size (diameter at four feet 
above grade, or “DBH”). A protection area shall be defined around the edge of all branches (drip-line) of each tree (drip lines may 
overlap between trees). The City also may require an inventory, survey, or assessment prepared by a qualified professional when 
necessary to determine vegetation boundaries, building setbacks, and other protection or mitigation requirements. 

D. Protection Standards. All of the following protection standards shall apply to significant vegetation areas: 
1. Protection of Significant Trees (Section B.1) Significant trees identified as meeting the criteria in Section B.1 shall be retained 

whenever practicable. Preservation may become impracticable when it would prevent reasonable development of public 
streets, utilities, or land uses permitted by the applicable land use district. 

2. Conservation Easements and Dedications. When necessary to implement the Comprehensive Plan, the City may require 
dedication of land or recordation of a conservation easement to protect sensitive lands, including groves of significant trees. 

E. Construction. All areas of significant vegetation shall be protected before, during, and after construction. Grading and operation of 
vehicles and heavy equipment is prohibited within significant vegetation areas, except as approved by the City for installation of 
utilities or streets. Such approval shall only be granted after finding that there is no other reasonable alternative to avoid the protected 
area. 

F. Exemptions. The protection standards in “D” shall not apply in the following situations: 
1. Dead, Diseased, and/or Hazardous Vegetation. Vegetation that is dead or diseased, or poses a hazard to personal safety, 

property, or the health of other trees, may be removed. Prior to tree removal, the applicant shall provide a report from a certified 
arborist or other qualified professional to determine whether the subject tree is diseased or poses a hazard, and any possible 
treatment to avoid removal, except as provided by subsection 2, below. 

2. Emergencies. Significant vegetation may be removed in the event of an emergency without land use approval pursuant to 
Chapter 4, when the vegetation poses an immediate threat to life or safety, as determined by a city official. The city official 
shall prepare a notice or letter of decision within seven days of the trees being removed. The decision letter or notice shall 
explain the nature of the emergency and be on file and available for public review at City Hall. 
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