Bee City USA Phoenix Pollinator Mural - By Sharon Schmidt and Annie Drager

Throughout the centuries people thought certain types of art communicated sacred or important relationships and protective forces. For example, the prehistoric paintings of horses and people that appear in the caves of Southwestern France.  Mandalas, created as a form of meditation are widely used in Budhist tradition to create both focus and acceptance of transition.  Sacred geometric shapes (Labyrinths) seen on the floors of ancient cathedrals are used to inform and facilitate the call to prayer and meditation.  Paintings by Boticelli are another such example, the forms in which were thought to evoke protection of the Italian city of Florence during the Middle Ages.

Like such works, the Bee City USA Phoenix Mural was conceptualized to communicate a message; that people depend upon pollinators, climate and pesticide-free soil for healthy food. It is designed to get people to think about sacred relationships in our natural world...like the ones between soil, water, pollinators and people, without which, food would be very, very scarce.

Sharon Schmidt, the President of Bee City USA - Phoenix conceptualized the Bee City USA Mural to raise awareness among people of the City of Phoenix, Oregon about the needs of Pollinators within Phoenix and beyond.

Bee City USA, started by Beekeeper Phyllis Stiles has grown over the past decade.  It is now an initiative of the Xerces Society with 111 involved cities and 103 campuses in the United States. .
The goal she set for Bee Cities everywhere is to work together to make a difference in reversing the threat currently facing native pollinators around the world.

Who should be interested in Pollinator health?  Actually, everyone who plans to eat food.  90% of flowering plants need pollinators in order to reproduce.  Others are wind pollinated, but they are few.
One in every three bites of food you eat has come into contact with a pollinator somewhere along the line, and pollinators are not just Bees.  Pollinators include birds, bats, butterflies, frogs, moths and insects - including managed bees in hives and native bees which were on this continent prior to the land being forcibly taken from Indigenous People.  

In Oregon we have over 400 native Bee species and over 4,000 in the nation but we are losing many of them due to pesticides, problems with climate and lack of flowers for them to get their food; nectar and pollen.  

In Phoenix, Oregon we recognized we needed to do something about that so grass-roots activists joined hands with City Staff and Experts in the field to enact the Bee City goals of enhancing pollinator habitat and raising awareness about our dependence upon pollinators without whom we would not have most of the food we eat.  That work now continues as the Phoenix City Council examines how the City will move forth on an Integrated Pest Management Plan that carefully considers the origin of pest problems and prioritizes organic interventions first.

 Bee City USA values encourage the reduction and phase-out of pesticides so pollinators have clean food to eat.  Additionally, ground nesting pollinators need non-toxic nesting areas.

We also encourage planting flowers and not lawns, weeding by hand or using steam and another method which gets rid of weeds by covering them for a few weeks, then reexposing to light so leftover seeds germinate, and finally covering the area again in a process called “occultation”.

We encourage using native plants that bloom in Spring, Summer and Fall.  Those plants are the Grocery Store for Pollinators! Without plants (and lots of them) in each season, Pollinators go hungry.
Using native plants is extremely important in the conservation process because bees and plants evolved together.  Thus, certain native bees have mouthparts that only fit those particular plants.

This mural represents the goals of Bee City USA in Phoenix: To encourage awareness of the importance of nature’s reproductive cycle and to help everyone remember that: No Pollinators means no Food - and pesticides may mean no Pollinators.

The mural is about 2,000 square feet, painted mainly by Judy Grillo and Dr. Bea Montay but it also included many Phoenix residents and visitors.  Starting at the far end with the sunrise, it includes real and fanciful flowers as well as bees and butterflies.  The “Grow Organic” sign is a hopeful admonition about laws that Citizens in Jackson County worked very hard to enact; allowing this county the distinction of becoming GMO free. Toward the center of the mural, a Beehive inscribed with the Bee City USA logo is positioned under an enlargement of one of the frames that fits within a beehive.  This frame features nurse bees and emerging brood.  Various scenes in the mural include Oregon landmarks and waterways, the blue herons often seen in Phoenix, native bees, a bear regarding a hive (bears sometimes make scratches into tree trunks which later host mushrooms), a child planting, a tribute to the disappearing pear orchards and their keepers and some underground bee nests.  At the other end of the mural, day wanes and becomes nighttime, incorporating fantasy characters reminiscent of Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Please come to see the Bee City USA-Phoenix Pollinator Mural.  Then, plant native plant species for each season and make it a goal to stop using pesticides at home.  Also, encourage pesticide reduction and phase-out in your city.

Check out www.beecityusa.org if you would like to start your city on the road to becoming a Bee City and enjoy the Bee City USA Phoenix Pollinator mural at Exit 24 if you happen to be rolling by.  It is right off I-5 and it honors the Pollinators upon which we depend. 

Applications to certify your garden with Bee City USA Phoenix are on the City of Phoenix, Oregon website as are Applications to be on our subcommittee.  Certifying your intention to avoid pesticides and to plant healthy food for pollinators during all seasons may add additional value to your property.  You will also find supporting documents on the City of Phoenix Oregon website to assist you in planting for Pollinators, and our educational presentations create good opportunities to both learn and bond with your community.  

Check out [www.beecityusa.org]if you would like to start your city on the road to becoming a Bee City - and enjoy the Bee City USA Phoenix Pollinator mural at The Shoppes at Exit 24 if you happen to be rolling by. It is right off I-5 and it honors the Pollinators upon which we depend.

Applications to certify your garden with Bee City USA Phoenix are on the City of Phoenix, Oregon website as are Applications to be on our subcommittee. https://www.phoenixoregon.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation_committee/page/228/bee_city_usa_application_10_22_18.pdf  . 

Certifying your intention to avoid pesticides and to plant healthy food for pollinators during all seasons may add additional value to your property. https://www.phoenixoregon.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/bee_city_usa_commission/page/228/bcu-p_pollinator_garden_nomination_form.pdf . 

You will also find supporting documents on the City of Phoenix Oregon website to assist you in planting for Pollinators, https://www.phoenixoregon.gov/sites/default/files/fileattachments/bee_city_usa_commission/page/228/sierranstepperx7final1.pdf  

...and our educational presentations create good opportunities to both learn and bond with your community.

Sharon Schmidt, PMHNP, Psy.D.

