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I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/INTRODUCTION. Chair Summerhays called the Planning 
Commission meeting to order at 6:30 PM. In attendance were Commissioners Atkin, Lewin, 
Eisenhauer, Couch, Weiss, Farlow and Chair Summerhays. There was a quorum. Staff in 
attendance were Planning Director Matt Brinkley and Assistant Planner Steffen Roennfeldt. 

II. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA: None. 

III. Consent Calendar: 

A. Approval of Minutes from April 14, 2015 – Regular Planning Commission Meeting & 
Joint Study Session Meeting.  THIS ITEM WAS TABLED DUE TO LACK OF JOINT STUDY 
SESSION MINUTES. 

IV. NEW BUSINESS:  

A. PUBLIC HEARING ON DEMO15-01, REQUEST FOR A PERMIT TO DEMOLISH AN HISTORIC 
BUILDING LOCATED AT 4585 S PACIFIC HIGHWAY, AKA THE “FURRY HOUSE” 

Chair Summerhays explained the proceedings for a public hearing and asked if there were 
any conflicts of interest, ex parte contact or specific bias. There were none. Chair 
Summerhays asked the public if they have any objections. There were none. Chair 
Summerhays asked Mr. Brinkley to present the Staff Report. 

Mr. Brinkley explained the application and review procedures in detail. He pointed out that 
the “Furry House” is listed on the local historic inventory; however, the structure is not 
listed on the State’s or national historic register. The Planning Commission will act as the 
recommending body for City Council who will then make the final decision. 

He continued by saying that the Phoenix Land Development Code requires certain 
conditions to be followed. Mr. Brinkley explained that there are four criteria which each 
have standards that need to be taken into account when making a decision. He explained 
the criteria in detail. 

He added that PHURA had obtained two estimates for moving and rehabilitating the Furry 
House. In order to make the Furry House usable under current code, one would have to 
spend a significant amount of money. Mr. Brinkley also added that PHURA did issue an RFP 
for relocation of the structure but was not successful in finding any interested parties. 

Mr. Brinkley continued his report by saying that, over the years, commercial uses have 
developed around the property and most uses in the vicinity of the Furry House are now 
commercial. Also, the neighborhood in which the Furry House is located is not a historical 
district. It is unlikely, that the loss of the Furry House would impact the historical 
significance of the surrounding area or individual historic structures within it. 

Mr. Brinkley pointed out that historic preservation is a goal in the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan, among others. Unfortunately, in his opinion, neither the Comprehensive Plan nor the 
Land Development Code have very strong language when it comes to the protection of 
historic structures. He said that the City has an important commitment to the approved 
Greater Bear Creek Regional Problem Solving plan to achieve a certain residential density. In 
addition, the Furry House, where it is located at the moment, could not be used as a single-
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family residence since it was vacated in 2004 and has lost its status as a legally non-
conforming residential building.  It can’t be redeveloped at its current location without 
becoming a multi-family structure or being moved to another location.  

Mr. Brinkley continued his staff report by talking about alternatives. He said that there 
would be significant costs for renovating the Furry House. After the pre-application meeting 
for site design review in 2012, discussion started about relocation or rehabilitation of the 
building. He added that the City does not have any money budgeted for historic 
preservation at this point.  

He ended his report by saying that there are no regulations in the Land Development Code 
that could be exercised to force a homeowner to repair a building before it reaches an 
unsafe condition where demolition would be required by the City Building Official. Given 
these constrains and the review criteria, it is staff’s recommendation to approve the 
demolition permit with conditions. 

Commissioner Lewin wanted to know if the City had consulted with the Jackson County or 
Phoenix Historical Societies. Mr. Brinkley said that this was not the case; however, they 
were included in the pre-application meeting in the past.  

There were no further questions for the Mr. Brinkley.  

Chair Summerhays opened the public hearing to the applicant. Wes Norton agreed with the 
findings in the report and had nothing to add. However, he would like the application to be 
approved without the condition that a new demolition permit be obtained from the Building 
Official.  Mr. Brinkley commented that he would discuss the status of the demolition permit 
with the Building Official and determine if was still valid.  

Chair Summerhays opened the hearing to the public. Several people spoke on the record, 
however, none of their questions were immediately related to the demolition permit. 
Commissioner Lewin asked the applicant about his plans for the space if the Furry House 
were demolished. Mr. Norton said that he would like to build a multi-family structure. Mr. 
Norton also said that his plan is to save some of the building materials that are of historic 
significance. 

Chair Summerhays closed the public hearing.  

Commissioners’ deliberation: Commissioner Couch thought, considering the review criteria, 
that it was unreasonable to deny the demolition request. In addition, he was supportive of 
the idea that the applicant would salvage some materials from the Furry House. 

There was discussion about the conditions of approval. Mr. Brinkley said that he will find out 
whether a separate demolition permit through the Building Department is necessary. 

MOVED BY COMMISSIONER LEWIN TO RECOMMEND TO CITY COUNCIL, WITH ONE MINOR 
CHANGE UNDER CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL, TO APPROVE DEMO15-01 PERMIT. 
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER COUCH. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS: 
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AYES: 7 
NAYES: 0 
 
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
A.  STUDY SESSION ON MARIJUANA CULTIVATION (CONTINUED) 

Mr. Brinkley continued his presentation on marijuana cultivation by explaining the existing 
and proposed medical and recreational marijuana laws. There was discussion about the 
odor that comes with marijuana cultivation and the conversion of dwellings into grow sites. 

There was discussion about the proposed standards. Mr. Brinkley said that the current 
version has the outdoor grow area reduced to 20 square feet. Discussion followed about the 
size limit.  

Mr. Brinkley ended his presentation by pointing out some of the other highlights of the draft 
ordinance.  
 

B. STUDY SESSION: FOOD CART COURTS 

Mr. Roennfeldt gave a short presentation about food cart courts and mobile food vendors. 
He used some examples from different cities to point out what can be done to establish 
food cart courts.  

There was discussion about the difference between temporary and permanent setups, and 
the requirements that come with each.  

The Commissioners would like staff to come back with a draft ordinance for food cart courts 
at a future meeting 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENTS: NONE. 

VII. COMMENTS FROM COMMISSIONERS: Commissioner Eisenhauer addressed the lack of 
protection for historic properties in the City.  Commissioner Couch said that he would like to 
send a statement to PHURA to address these issues and ask for their help & support. 

VIII. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT: Mr. Brinkley said that the Transportation System Plan 
update is almost complete. 

Mr. Brinkley said that he was looking for a Commissioner to volunteer for the steering 
committee which is guiding the development of conceptual plans for PH-5 and PH-10. 
Commissioners Couch and Farlow showed interest.  

IX. ADJOURNMENT: Chair Summerhays adjourned the meeting at 8:30PM. 

 

 

________________________________ ________________________________ 
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Micki Summerhays, Chair   Matt Brinkley, Planning Director 


