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City of Phoenix 

Parks and Greenway Commission Meeting 

Public Works Office 

1000 S. ‘B’ Street 

                                                           April 16, 2015 

                                                                  6:30pm 
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 by David VandeVelde 

 

Members Present: Nancy Peterson, David VandeVelde, Dempsey Haller, Laura Bellah, Pam Cooper,  

                                       Carolyn Bartell and Lyla Heigl.        

 

Members Absent:  

 
Visitors Present: Annie Drager, Sharon Schmidt, Cookie Webb and Carolina (Community Kitchen) 

  

Staff Present:  Theresa Syphers, Secretary 

    

 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 

Laura made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 13th meeting. Nancy seconded the motion. 

The motion passed with Pam abstaining. 

 
Citizen Comments 

 

There were none. 

 

New Business 

 

Dave moved c) Bee City USA up on the agenda. 

 

a)    Bee City USA 

 

Dave asked Sharon Schmidt to introduce herself and the Bee City USA Program to the commissioners. Sharon 

shared with the commissioners a little about herself and her background and why she was interested in the City 

becoming a Bee City USA City. She also explained how Bee City USA came to be. Theresa referred the 

commissioners to the information she had put together for them regarding Bee City USA, the application and the 

resolution for the city she prepared. There was discussion and questions from the commissioners. Sharon introduced 

Annie Drager and Cookie Webb who were also interested in the city becoming a Bee City USA city. Dave shared 

that Sharon had presented this to the City Council and she was asked to present it to the Parks Commission for their 

recommendation. Nancy asked if this meant the City would be endorsing backyard beehives. Dave explained that the 

municipal code already allows for 2 hives. There was discussion. Carolyn stated she thought education was a large 

part of being a Bee City USA city. There was discussion. There was continued discussion regarding the municipal 

code and if and when changes affecting beehives would need to be made. Sharon Schmidt reported that the State of 

Oregon was working on bee keeping best practice management and she was hoping to be a part of that discussion. 

Laura said she thought is sounded like a wonderful idea and wondered what Medford’s thoughts on the issue were. 

There was discussion regarding the differences between the Bee City USA initiative and city ordinances on 

beekeeping. Lyla said she thought the Parks Commission was a good vehicle for bee education. Discussion 

continued. Carolyn said she thought during Parks Commission activities would be a good time to have a booth for 

bee education. Carolyn also reported that the City Manager thought Theresa would be a good fit for the Bee City 
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USA city liaison with Theresa saying she was willing to be the city liaison and secretary. Pam she was concerned 

with making a recommendation without more information and discussion. Carolyn reported what was presented to 

the City Council and why this issue was forwarded to the Parks Commission. There was discussion with Pam saying 

she felt more comfortable making a recommendation after hearing what was presented to the City Council. Laura 

made a motion stating “The Parks Commission accepts going forward with the Bee City USA application and 

looking at the municipal code addressing bee keeping.” The motion was seconded by Dempsey and passed 

unanimously. Theresa asked if the commissioners wanted a formal recommendation forwarded on to the City 

Manager. Carolyn said she would let the City Manager and the City Council know the Parks Commission was 

moving forward with the Bee City USA application. The commissioners agreed that was all that would be needed.  

Theresa said she would send the application off as soon as the resolution was passed by the City Council. 

 

b)    Welcome to Summer Community Dinner 

 

Carolina, with the Community Kitchen reported that the Parks Commission and the Community Kitchen would not 

be working together this year due to planning issues faced in putting the event together. There was discussion. 

Carolina reported the Community Kitchen would be having a Welcome to Summer dinner at the church on June 11th. 

Carolyn reported the City Council was interested in the Parks Commission helping with a volunteer recognition in 

September. There was continued discussion regarding the event. Dave asked that the item be put on the next agenda 

for further discussion and planning for 2016. Before Carolina left the meeting she said she heard nothing but positive 

feedback from children and parents about the East egg hunt. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding parking at Blue Heron Park and Urban Renewal. There was more discussion about 

volunteer appreciation and where to hold it. Dave brought the meeting back to the items on the agenda.  

 

c)    Dog Days 

 

Discussion started with commissioners commenting on what they wanted to see at Dog Days for this year. 

Discussion continued on with Laura suggesting a Dog Days sub-committee be formed. She said she would be on it. 

Dave and Lyla also said they would be on the committee. The date for Dog Days of Summer was set for July 25th 

from 10am – 1pm at Colver Rd Park. Theresa said she would fill out the required parks reservation form and get the 

event on the calendar. The commissioners brought up ideas for this year’s event. The list included the dog story 

reader, friends of the animal shelter, Humane Society and the Phoenix Animal Clinic. There was discussion. Lyla 

gave Theresa a $10 donation she received at last year’s dog days. Theresa said she would make sure the money got to 

the Finance Director. The sub-committee meeting was set for May 13th. Laura said she would report on their meeting 

at the next regular Parks Commission meeting.   

 

Carolyn reported volunteers were needed for the High School Parade planning.  

 

Unfinished Business 
 

a)    Easter Egg Hunt Recap 

 

The commissioners discussed what worked well and what didn’t at the event. They were in agreement that the city 

needs to purchase a PA system as the megaphone did not work well. Carolyn said the City Manager was already 

looking into it. There was continued discussion. Dave asked each commissioner for comments about the event.  

 

Nancy 

Need PA system 

Shorten set up time 

More cheer leaders for face painting 

Color coded tickets 

Larger signage 

Bubble machine 

Extra people on field  

String instead of chalk for marking boundaries 

Games afterward 
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Carolyn 

Sound system 

Colored tickets 

Grand prize basket separate from smaller prizes 

Children’s crafts 

BBQ afterwards 

Someplace with more room 

 

Carolyn also noted that Thank you cards need to be sent. There was discussion with Theresa saying she would 

purchase thank you cards and have them at City Hall for the commissioners to sign. A list of who to send the thank 

you cards to was given to Theresa. 

 

Dave 

More cones and string for marking boundaries 

Look at the age breakdown 

More people at the entrance of the event 

Interpreter  

Extra eggs for volunteers to hand out 

Later set up time 

More tables 

Invite more sponsors 

Petting zoo possibly put on by the PHS FFA 

 

Pam 

Registration table away from the prize table 

2 prize tables 

A golden egg with a special prize 

 

Laura  

Double check candy in eggs for each age group 

More chocolate candy in the eggs 

 

Dempsey 

Thought the event was great and well attended 

 

Lyla 

Separate registration table 

Every child should get a prize 

 

Carolyn reported City Council needed a budget amount to include in the 2015/16 budget. There was discussion with 

the commissioners agreeing to ask for $2500.00 for events. Carolyn said she would give that amount the Finance 

Director. 

 

b)    Blue Heron Park Eagle Scout Project Update 

 

Theresa reported Bryce Crawford’s Eagle Scout project was complete with 3 benches being placed in the park. The 

commissioners asked about the mural that was painted by Mikaela Jee for her senior project. Theresa said the mural 

was completed and that she had tried contacting Mikaela with no luck. The commissioners asked Theresa to send 

thank you notes to both Bryce and Mikaela thanking them for their projects done at Blue Heron. Theresa said she 

would. 

 

 

c)    Otto Caster Park Grant Update 

 

Theresa reported the  OPRD grant for a single stall restroom for Otto Caster Park was almost completed and that a 
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resolution allowing for application of the grant was on the April 20th City Council agenda. She reported the deadline 

for application was May 1st. There was discussion.  

 

d)  Parks Reservation Fees and Updates 

Theresa referred the commissioners to the parks reservation spreadsheet they were given at the beginning of the 

meeting. There was discussion as to how the reservation process was going with Theresa reporting the process was 

going well. There was continued discussion. 

 

Park Commission Member Comments/Reports 

 

Nancy– reported that she went to the Urban Renewal open house before the Parks Commission meeting. 

There was discussion. Nancy also reported there was a dilapidated trailer at Dun-Rovin that was accessible 

to anyone vising Blue Heron Park and she was afraid someone, especially a child, might play in it at get 

injured. Theresa said she would call the code enforcement officer and have him look into the issue. 

 

Carolyn - commented more on the Easter egg hunt. There was discussion 

 

 Dave – said for his comments he was setting the next meeting date. The meeting was set for June 16th, 

6:30pm at the Public Works office with agenda items to include, update on Bee City USA progress, 

volunteer recognition, Dog Days of Summer update and an update on the dilapidated trailer at Dun-Rovin.  

 

Nancy – reminded the commissioners of the vision survey, the city requested they fill out, that needed to be 

turned in by the 15th of this month.  She was still working on hers. The other commissioners reported they 

had turned theirs in already. There was discussion. 

 

Dempsey – had no comments. 

 

Lyla – invited the commissioners to the Little Free Library unveiling on Sunday at 2pm in front of the 

Phoenix City Hall. There was discussion. 

 

Pam– had nothing to report.  

 
Set Next Meeting Date 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for June 16. 

 

Adjournment 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm. 


