
1
City Council Minutes – July 21, 2014

City of Phoenix
City Council Meeting
Public Works Office

1000 S. “B” Street
Monday, July 21, 2014

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Bellah called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, July 21,
2014 at 6:42 p.m. in the Public Works Office.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Stan Bartell, Bruce Sophie, Karen Jones, Carolyn Bartell, Chris
Luz, Jeff Bellah

ABSENT: Terry Helfrich

Staff Present: Steve Dahl, City Manager/Recorder
Janette Boothe, Deputy City Recorder
Derek Bowker, Chief of Police
Steve Weber, Finance Director
Kevin Caldwell, Public Works Superintendent
Matt Brinkley, Planning Director
J. Ryan Kirchoff, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
Mayor Bellah invited everyone to the first annual Dog Days of Summer event to be held at
Colver Park, Saturday, July 26, 2014. Additionally, he commented he forwarded the information
for the quarterly newsletter a couple weeks ago; however, the newsletter has not been prepared
as of yet, and he is concerned for the timeliness for some of the information, and he is prepared
to follow-up with the printing company the following day in an attempt to get the newsletter
distributed.

UPDATE FROM INTERIM URBAN RENEWAL DIRECTOR:
Mr. Dahl expressed the board has conducted three interviews thus far and is preparing to re-open
the position with a new application deadline; however, one of the interviewees may be called
back for a second interview. He noted Urban Renewal will host an open house at the Phoenix
High School to review the Market Hall Plan on July 30, 2014. He further noted the report will
be distributed via email no later than Wednesday, July 23, 2014. Councilor Jones added that
steps are being performed at Urban Renewal; however, everything is moving at a slow pace.
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Councilor Luz reiterated the position for the Urban Renewal Executive Director has been re-
opened.

CONSENT CALENDAR:
1) Approval of the Minutes of the July 7, 2014 City Council Meeting.
2) Acknowledgement of Parks Commission Minutes. Mayor Bellah pulled the

acknowledgement of the Parks Commission minutes for discussion. MOVED BY SOPHIE,
SECONDED BY JONES, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT CALENDAR WITHOUT THE
PULLED ITEM. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

Mayor Bellah inquired about the Thank You letter for the $6,000 worth of asphalt patching
donation made by Grabowski Paving. Mr. Caldwell commented that he thought Theresa was
handling the Thank You card to be signed by the Parks Commission members. Mayor Bellah
commented that a formal letter of appreciation from the Mayor in addition to the card would be
appropriate. He further inquired whether everything is ready for the Dog Days of Summer
event. Councilor C. Bartell gave an update regarding the proceedings scheduled. Further
discussion followed. She further gave an update on the Parks Commission and noted the next
meeting is scheduled for August 6, 2014.

Mayor Bellah noted the City is moving forward with ordering banners to be placed along Main
Street. MOVED BY JONES, SECONDED BY C. BARTELL, TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE
PARKS COMMISSION MINUTES. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

ORDINANCES:
1) Second Reading and Public Hearing on an Ordinance amending the Phoenix Land

Development Code regarding group living and accessory dwellings, buildings and uses,
amending chapters 1 and 2. Mr. Brinkley gave a staff report and highlighted the significant
changes to the Land Development Code, noting many were simply clarifications to the
chapters. Mayor Bellah asked if anyone on Council had any conflicts of interest and none
were declared. Mayor Bellah opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.

THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in favor of the amendment.

THOSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in opposition to the amendment.

Mayor Bellah closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m.
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COUNCIL DELIBERATIONS:
MOVED BY SOPHIE, SECONDED BY LUZ, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 953,
AMENDING THE PHOENIX DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTERS 1 AND 2
REGARDING GROUP LIVING AND ACCESSORY DWELLINGS, BUILDINGS, AND
USES. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

2) Second Reading and Public Hearing on an Ordinance amending the Phoenix Land
Development Code related to implementation of the trip budget overlay zone, amending
chapter 4. Mr. Brinkley reviewed the modifications and explained the recommended changes
are chiefly to meet requirements by updating the code. Mayor Bellah asked if anyone on
Council had any conflicts of interest and none were declared. Mayor Bellah opened the
public hearing at 7:13 p.m.

THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in favor of the amendment.

THOSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in opposition to the amendment.

Mayor Bellah closed the public hearing at 7:13 p.m.

COUNCIL DELIBERATIONS:
MOVED BY LUZ, SECONDED BY JONES, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 954,
AMENDING THE PHOENIX DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTER 4 AND RELATED TO
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TRIP BUDGET OVERLAY ZONE. There was no
further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

3) Second Reading an Public Hearing on an Ordinance amending the Phoenix Land
Development Code regarding modification procedures, amending chapters 4.4 and 4.6. Mr.
Brinkley explained the recommendation for this amendment is to consolidate procedures for
modifying approved plans and correct inconsistencies between the procedures. Additional
discussion followed. Mayor Bellah asked if anyone on Council had any conflicts of interest
and none were declared. Mayor Bellah opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.

THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in favor of the amendment.
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THOSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in opposition to the amendment.

Mayor Bellah closed the public hearing at 7:17 p.m.

COUNCIL DELIBERATIONS:
MOVED BY S. BARTELL, SECONDED BY JONES, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO.
955, AMENDING THE PHOENIX DEVELOPMENT CODE, CHAPTERS 4.4 AND 4.6,
REGARDING MODIFICATIONS OF APPROVED PLANS AND CONDITIONAL USE
PERMITS. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1) Development and Approval of a Charter Committee and the Scope of the Project. Mayor

Bellah presented a potential scenario of making minor changes to the Charter to prepare for
the November ballot and review the Charter in length for the following year’s ballot.
Councilor C. Bartell spoke about solving the medical marijuana issue before the end of the
year, as discussed prior. Councilor Jones recommended the Council hold a workshop to
review the Charter for the minor changes to be made for the November ballot and establish a
Charter Committee to review the entire Charter. Further discussion followed, as Council
suggested some of the modifications to be made. Council directed staff to prepare the minor
changes suggested and reached a consensus to schedule a special City Council meeting for
July 29, 2014.

Mayor Bellah recessed the meeting for a five minute break at 7:34 p.m.

2) Approval of Contract No. 766 Jurisdictional Transfer Agreement. Mayor Bellah mentioned
he and Attorney Knudsen met with Art Anderson in the prior year regarding this agreement.
He further recalled Council was not satisfied with the language in the agreement. He further
explained the amendment did not include any of the suggested changes. Further discussion
followed, as Attorney Kirchoff reviewed some of the issues with the contract. Council
reached a consensus to direct staff to contact ODOT to discuss the inclusion of the
aforementioned modifications. Council further resolved to table this agreement until the
August 18, 2014 meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
1) Consider a Resolution authorizing City Manager to enter into an agreement to provide a 10

foot wide easement to PacifiCorp. Mr. Brinkley explained this easement was initially
approved with rights afforded to the Grantee that cause concern and possible constraints
upon the Grantor for future use of the property. He further clarified his concerns as he took
questions from Council. Councilor Sophie questioned the access for public while the work is
being performed. Mr. Brinkley responded access should not be an issue. MOVED BY
SOPHIE, SECONDED BY LUZ, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 900, AUTHORIZING
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THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT TO GRANT AN
UNDERGROUND ACCESS EASEMENT TO PACIFICORP. There was no further
discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

2) Approval of SRO Contract 2014/2015. Chief Bowker explained the contract is simply an
update from the prior years to the current fiscal year. He further clarified the compensation
the City receives for the SRO officer as being fifty percent of her salary and benefits for the
hours she performs this duty. MOVED BY SOPHIE, SECONDED BY C. BARTELL, TO
AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE AGREEMENT, REGARDING THE SCHOOL
RESOURCE OFFICER FOR THE 2014/15 SCHOOL YEAR, WITH THE
PHOENIX/TALENT SCHOOL DISTRICT. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

3) Consider a Resolution amending current fees and adopting new Planning Department Land
Use application fees. Mr. Brinkley explained the suggested changes to the current fees as
defined in the staff report. He added the prior fee may have been a deterrent for the
application of home occupation permits and the lowered fee may increase compliance.
Additionally, Mr. Dahl further noted that lowering the fee for mobile food vendors may
increase the creation of mobile food vendors. MOVED BY SOPHIE, SECONDED BY
JONES, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 901, AMENDING THE CURRENT CITY
SCHEDULE OF FEES. Councilor Jones inquired about an update on parking for mobile
food vendors. Mr. Brinkley replied that the Planning Commission plans to discuss this issue
in the near future. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, and Luz
MOTION APPROVED WITH FIVE AYES

4) Authorize Mayor and Council President to sign Amendment Number 2 of the Fern Valley
Interchange IGA. Mr. Dahl recommended tabling this item until the August 18, 2014 City
Council meeting, as it relates to the Jurisdictional Transfer Agreement that has been tabled.
Council’s consensus was to table this agreement as recommended.

STAFF REPORTS:
1) City Attorney’s Report:

a) Attorney Kirchoff reviewed some of the recommended changes discussed earlier
regarding the Charter.
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2) City Manager’s Report:
a) Mr. Dahl announced he distributed the recent Water Commission report and spoke briefly

about the report. Councilor Luz noted that the Water Commissioners were planning to
attend the following meeting to present the report. Mayor Bellah reported on the recent
Medford Water Commission meeting. Additionally, he noted the Medford Water
Commission is currently preparing an answer regarding the overcharge and he expects an
initial proposal soon. Further discussion followed.

b) He reported the property of 210 N Rose St is scheduled for auction on July 31, 2014.
c) He announced ODOT will host an open house regarding Highway 99 at the Fire District 5

office on Thursday, July 24, 2014. Councilor Sophie reminded everyone to bring their
concerns regarding the road diet.

d) He addressed a comment made by Heidi Otis in the special meeting held earlier in the
evening. He expressed she mentioned she filed a sexual harassment claim against Kevin
Caldwell; however, a third party was brought in to investigate and found there was no
factual evidence of harassment. Additionally, the investigator found Mr. Caldwell to be
non-communicative; however, the three employees at the special meeting earlier were not
supportive and almost hostile toward Mr. Caldwell.

e) He gave the latest update regarding the new website, noting the individual responsible for
making the website operational is out this week.

Mayor Bellah commented on the weekly reports Council receives from the City Manager and
department heads. He explained the reports are full of useful information and the reports
have been increasingly better. He further commented on the police report and the increase in
traffic violations. Further discussion followed. Councilor S. Bartell inquired about the
Creekside water account, as he felt it was resolved previously. Mr. Weber noted he is
looking into it. Further discussion followed, as Mr. Weber explained he would review the
prior City Council minutes for further clarification on the matter. Mayor Bellah further
reported on the code violations described in the police report. Further discussion followed.

COUNCIL ITEMS, COMMENTS/REPORTS:
1) Councilor Luz commented on the Water Commission report scheduled for the next City

Council meeting, noting the water fund is financially doing well. He further explained there
may be a decrease in water rates, due to the water fund producing larger funds than the
reserve amount requires.

2) Councilor Sophie encouraged everyone to attend the ODOT open house at Fire District 5 that
was mentioned earlier in the meeting.

3) Councilor Sophie noted there is a MPO meeting scheduled for the following day.
4) Councilor C. Bartell commented she is glad to hear the water department is doing so well.

The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Attest:

Janette Boothe Steve Dahl
Deputy City Recorder City Manager/Recorder


