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City Council Minutes – August 5, 2013

City of Phoenix
City Council Executive Session/Meeting

Public Works Office
1000 S. “B” Street

Monday, August 5, 2013

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Bellah called the Executive Session of the City Council to order on Monday, August
5, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Public Works Office.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Stan Bartell, Bruce Sophie, Karen Jones, Carolyn Bartell, Terry
Helfrich, Chris Luz, Jeff Bellah

Staff Present: Steve Dahl, City Manager/Recorder
Kurt Knudsen, City Attorney

1) Called under ORS 192.660 (2)(h), to consult with counsel concerning the legal rights and
duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed.

2) Called under ORS 192.660 (2)(d), conduct deliberations with the persons designated by the
governing body to carry on labor negotiations.

Discussion followed and no decisions were made. Executive Session recessed at 6:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Jeff Bellah called the regular meeting of the City Council to order on Monday, August 5,
2013 at 6:35 p.m. in the Public Works Office.

ROLL CALL

PRESENT: Stan Bartell, Bruce Sophie, Karen Jones, Carolyn Bartell, Terry
Helfrich, Chris Luz, Jeff Bellah

Staff Present: Steve Dahl, City Manager/Recorder
Janette Boothe, Deputy City Recorder
Derek Bowker, Chief of Police
Steve Weber, Finance Director
Dale Schulze, Planning Director
Jeff Ballard, City Engineer
Kurt Knudsen, City Attorney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE



2
City Council Minutes – August 5, 2013

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
1) Mayor Bellah commented the City held a party to say goodbye to the City Manager leaving

and to welcome the new City Manager. He reported he had received a letter from the prior
interim City Manager, Eli Naffah. He further expressed Mr. Naffah requested Mayor Bellah
read aloud his letter of appreciation for the fond farewell given to him at Si Casa Flores
Restaurant.

2) He commented the band shell dedication held at Blue Heron Park was very successful;
however, the Eagle Scout who completed a landscaping project at Blue Heron Park attended
and he was not recognized for his efforts. Mayor Bellah added he called Tyler Crawford and
apologized for the oversight and mentioned that he would like to make up for it in the near
future by announcing his efforts before an upcoming concert.

ORDINANCES/ PUBLIC HEARINGS – LEGISLATIVE:
Second Reading on an Ordinance Amending the City of Phoenix Municipal Code, Chapter 3.16,
Clarifying the Language Concerning the Collection of Transient Room Tax and Establishing a
Transient Tax on RV Parks. Mayor Bellah asked if anyone on Council had any ex parté contacts
or conflicts of interest and none were declared. Mayor Bellah opened the public hearing at 6:38
p.m.

THOSE IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in favor of the amendment.

THOSE IN OPPOSITION TO THE AMENDMENT:
No one spoke in opposition to the amendment.

Mayor Bellah closed the public hearing at 6:40 p.m.

COUNCIL DELIBERATION:
Mayor Bellah summarized the discussions held before regarding the transient tax proposed for
RV parks. MOVED BY JONES, SECONDED BY HELFRICH, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE
NO. 943, AMENDING THE CITY OF PHOENIX MUNICIPAL CODE, CHAPTER 3.16, BY
CLARIFYING THE LANGUAGE CONCERNING THE COLLECTION OF TRANSIENT
ROOM TAX AND ESTABLISHING A TRANSIENT TAX ON RV PARKS. Mayor Bellah
requested the multiple page documents in the agenda packets have page numbers on them in the
future. He went on to note the grammar errors in the document. Councilor Sophie requested the
motion be restated to include the language of approving the ordinance with the noted corrections.
Councilor Jones so moved and Councilor Helfrich seconded.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, Jones, Chris Luz, and Helfrich
Nays: C. Bartell and S. Bartell
MOTION APPROVED WITH FOUR AYES
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CONSENT CALENDAR:
1) Approval of the Minutes of the July 1, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting.
2) Approval of the Minutes of the July 15, 2013 City Council Meeting/Executive Session.

MOVED BY SOPHIE, SECONDED BY JONES, TO APPROVE THE CONSENT
CALENDAR. There was no further discussion.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, Chris Luz, and Helfrich
MOTION APPROVED WITH SIX AYES

Mayor Bellah reported out of Executive Session, noting the first of the two executive sessions
was held to discuss the potential legal action for IDCs to be paid by La-Z-Boy. He added the
second part to the executive session was pertaining to a brief update on the bargaining units.
Councilor Sophie added that the Public Works Bargaining Unit will now be called the General
Bargaining Unit.

STAFF REPORTS:
1) City Attorney’s Report:

a) Attorney Knudsen reported he would be out of the office from August 8-18, 2013. He
added that he would be available by phone and email.

2) City Engineer’s Report:
a) Mr. Ballard reported the manufacturer of the meters at both ends will be replaced free of

charge. He further explained one of the possible reasons given for the meter misreads by
the company is that electrical noise from the pump stations in close proximity to the
meters may have caused a disruption in the reading; therefore, one of the upgrades with
the new meters will cancel out any outside electrical noise. He added that the second
major upgrade with the new meters would be that instead of a single port insertion meter
there would be multiple ports. Further discussion followed.

b) Councilor Luz inquired about the weeds growing on the baseball field in Colver Park.
Mr. Ballard replied he continues to be unclear as to where the responsibility of the
maintenance of the ball field lies, per the agreement with the Cal Ripken League.
Councilor Luz clarified that the league would maintain the field during the season, and it
has ended. Mr. Ballard confirmed that he would look into it.

3) Planner’s Report:
a) Mr. Schulze reported Joe’s Restaurant is open for business.
b) He reported the demolition permits have been issued for the buildings in the location

between Highway 99, Bolz, and Fern Valley.
c) He reported the Planning Commission met on July 22, 2013 and he gave a brief update on

the proceedings regarding the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society building. Additionally,
he reported the Planning Commission discussed the City Center District and suggested
Mr. Schulze contact Urban Renewal regarding this issue. He added that he has since
contacted Marla Cates, the Executive Director, and will update the Planning Commission
at the following meeting. Further discussion followed, as Mayor Bellah clarified the
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Council had requested the Planning Commission to determine whether it would make
sense to have that area as part of the City Center Plan, even if it is not determined to
expand the area into the Urban Renewal District and whether the City should have design
standards in place for that area. Further discussion followed.

d) He gave a brief update on the discussion held at the prior planning commission meeting
regarding the downtown parking requirements. He added the Planning Commission felt
the existing flexibility in the current language was important and further suggested having
a parking variance on a case-by-case basis. Further discussion followed, as Council
requested a recommendation from the Planning Commission on the variance and street
parking.

4) Police Department’s/Public Safety Report:
a) Chief Bowker reported some sad news; Officer Patchett’s father passed away. He added

that Officer Patchett was on vacation during this time and he will continue to be out of
the office, due to his requested vacation time.

b) Mayor Bellah noted he had requested the information Chief Bowker supplied in the
agenda packets regarding the dispatch calls to outside the City limits and gave a brief
explanation concerning the request. Chief Bowker described the report in detail as he
took questions from Council. Further discussion followed, as Mayor Bellah requested a
semi-annual report for Council to review from now on.

5) City Manager’s Report:
a) Mr. Dahl announced he has met with Urban Renewal and ODOT regarding the upcoming

processes that are taking place in the next five years, to become more familiar with what
the plans are for Phoenix in the near future.

b) He reviewed the updates to the Issue Tracking Log.
c) He commented the first Monday in September is Labor Day and he inquired whether

Council would like to move the meeting to the following day or cancel the meeting.
Council’s consensus was to move the meeting to September 3, 2013.

d) He announced the other item in the agenda packets under staff reports is a copy of the
document for the municipal court to increase revenue for the City of Phoenix through
increased court costs for payment plans.

e) Mayor Bellah inquired whether Council would like to have Mr. Dahl update the Issue
Tracking Log and have it posted on the web directly following each meeting. Council’s
consensus was to direct Mr. Dahl to update the log as Mayor Bellah suggested. Councilor
Sophie requested the updates be emailed to Council when they are posted to the website,
rather than waiting for the log at the following Council meeting. Mr. Dahl agreed to do
so.

f) Councilor C. Bartell inquired about whether the City was going to respond to the ethics
complaint filed by Steve Schulman on behalf of all Council members. Mayor Bellah
replied he is prepared to write a response and the Council may consider this a response on
the behalf of Council if they would like. He added that he spoke with the Director of the
Ethics Commission to inform him that he would like to be able to handle the complaint
without incurring more attorney fees if unnecessary. Mayor Bellah further inquired
whether it would be helpful to prepare of a summary of the circumstances involved, and
the Director implied that it would be very helpful.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1) Disposition of Excess Bikes. Mr. Dahl commented Councilor C. Bartell sent out an email to

Council regarding the Boys & Girls Club proposal. He further expressed they can pick up
the bikes on Wednesday. Mr. Dahl inquired whether Council would like to dispose of the
bikes in this manner. Council’s consensus was to have the Boys & Girls Club pick up the
bikes.

2) Cooperative Improvement with ODOT-Fern Valley Interchange Waterlines. Mr. Ballard
informed council Attorney Knudsen made all of the modifications to the agreement as
suggested by both Mr. Ballard and the Council. He further explained the next step is to give
the revised agreement to ODOT for their approval before it comes back to Council. Further
discussion followed.

NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution Establishing a City Official for the Purpose of Signing on Behalf of the City of
Phoenix. Mayor Bellah commented this item is a housekeeping item to add the newly hired City
Manager to the authorized signers list for checks through the bank. MOVED BY LUZ,
SECONDED BY C. BARTELL, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 873, ESTABLISHING
CITY OFFICIALS FOR THE PURPOSE OF SIGNING ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF
PHOENIX FOR CITY FUNDS.

ROLL CALL VOTE AS FOLLOWS:
Ayes: Sophie, C. Bartell, Jones, S. Bartell, Chris Luz, and Helfrich
MOTION APPROVED WITH SIX AYES

COUNCILOR ITEMS, COMMENTS/REPORTS:
1) Councilor C. Bartell gave an update from the recent Parks Commission meeting.
2) Councilor C. Bartell announced Jackson County Fire District 5 is hosting a 5k run for their

foundation on September 14, 2013.
3) Councilor C. Bartell reported the Greenway Committee is continuing its search for

businesses or groups to volunteer for clean up along the Greenway in the City of Phoenix.
4) Councilor Jones announced the next Green Bag pickup will be held the following Saturday.

She noted the items in need are cleaning and personal hygiene supplies.
5) Councilor Sophie reported on the Rogue Valley MPO meeting, announcing they approved the

improvements on the new crosswalks and the new imbedded safety lights.
6) Councilor Luz commented the last Water Commission meeting was cancelled, due to the

Band Shell dedication. He further expressed the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
August 8, 2013.

7) Mayor Bellah suggested holding a one-hour study session on the same night as the Council
meeting and limiting Council meeting discussion to what is on the agenda. Further
discussion followed, as Council’s consensus was to move in that direction. Mr. Dahl added
that he is contemplating the idea of requesting a documented update from each department to
post in an email to council as a weekly update. Mr. Dahl further explained that if Council
had questions regarding the updates that staff would be available at the Council meetings;
however, staff would not be required to give a presentation at every meeting as before.
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Mayor Bellah suggested Council decide the nature of information that would be useful for
these types of reports.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Attest:

Janette Boothe Steve Dahl
Deputy City Recorder City Manager/Recorder


